PAGE  
3

ARCH5604………….……………...…………….…Fall 2008
MaryAlice Torres-MacDonald, Assoc. Prof.

   
           Comprehensive Urban Design 
ASTRODOME HOUSTON

Redevelopment – Comprehensive Design
SITE VISIT
Please bring the following with you for your studio and site visit.
Building Plans to use for making notes during site visit

Site Plan which provides you with space for taking site notes

Larger map images for taking notes to help with orientation, transportation, landmarks, nodes or particular axial relationships

Clipboard – or something to write on with a hardback.

Camera

Laptop for studio 
I’d bring a backpack to carry everything in – you won’t want to leave your laptop in the car during site visit. You may leave it in studio and we will return there after the site visit if you wish. (at that time of the day it will take 30-60 minutes to get back to studio)
I’d like to make the most of your time. You will be able to view the drawing set and see as much of the site and city as you can. Those staying on until Saturday will have more time to drive around and take photos around the city.

The Schedule:

9:00am –  9:15am


Meet in studio 

9:15am – 12:00pm 

Time in studio with drawings – blueprint set

· order in lunch

· We will let each of you present your work individually to Gary and I in the studio while the others view the drawings, scan images they want to keep, etc… If you aren’t looking over drawings, you should be involved in viewing your peers work.
· GHPA will likely join us for a bit to talk with you about the Astrodome and their organization (awaiting a confirmation)
12:15pm



Leave for Astrodome Site Visit
1:00pm – 4:00pm


Tour of Astrodome and site area
4:30pm



In site area or return to studio

6:00pm



Studio concludes

Things to consider while in Houston / Key relationships to Astrodome:

· Brays Bayou – What role does it play? View it – note its position between the site area and the medical center. Here is a good site on the entire bayou system: http://www.bayoupreservation.org/pages/welcome.htm
http://maps.bayoupreservation.org/watersheds/Default.aspx
· 610 Loop

· Light Rail

· Transportation

· Access to Site

· Site Structures – use, orientation, potential relationships
· Parking

· Medical Center

· Downtown

· Interstate and Highway System

· Adjacent Context

· Existing George R Brown Convention Center (Downtown)

· 1001 Ave De Las Americas



· Existing Hilton – Convention Center Hotel (Downtown) – 1600 Lamar St. (adjacent to Convention Center)
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http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/HOUCVHH-Hilton-Americas-Houston-Texas/index.do
LOCATION OF STUDIO: (Park in Galleria Parking Garage off Westheimer or West Alabama. Office is located in building adjacent to Westin Hotel and Galleria Mall, but in the same parking lot)



WILSON [image: image4]
ARCHITECTURAL GROUP

5051 Westheimer, Suite 1800
Houston, Texas  77056

Phone 713 621 8714
Fax 713 621 8716

gwilson@wilsonargroup.com

