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Torres-MacDonald                   Urban Design Studio 
 
 

No. 1 – Template Studies + Basic Research + Reading          City of Houston 
Due January 16, NOON – Note: Preliminary progress deadlines also apply. Must be posted to student folder by 
deadline.  
 
Exploring resources to get to know the city is important to the work you will be doing this semester in this 
design studio.  
 
Mapping the city through the development of ‘template studies’ which communication your understanding of the 
city is a way of creating a visual language about place and its form. 
 
Assignment Objective:  

• To develop a general understanding of the city through observation and representation. 
• To develop a series of ‘template studies’ which represent the student’s interpreted ‘language’ of the 

city’s form. 
 
WHAT YOU WILL TURN IN: 
A power point presentation which has two components – Basic Research & Template Studies. 
 
Basic Research: 
Utilize the websites below as well as others you find on your own and library resources to explore 
the city of Houston. The intention is for you to get to know the city and then represent this knowledge 
through a short – 5-10 minute presentation. 
 
Templates: 
Develop a series of ‘mapping templates’ which best represent an overall representation of a language 
which you identify as your interpretation of the city. The language is represented graphically through 
a series of individual sheets which together weave the language and are displayed through a series 
as a power point presentation. Examples are intentionally not provided. You are establishing this 
‘language’, so it is important for you to consider how you would analyze and understand the city, 
and then represent this through a series of template studies. 
 
Read the Kevin Lynch reading posted on the studio website at:  
http://www.arch.ttu.edu/courses/2009/spring/5202/ 
Take this into consideration when analyzing the city. We will discuss this reading on Friday, January 
16 as well. You may use Lynch’s five elements of urban form to organize your ideas, but you are not 
required to do this. 
 
You are to work through  
PRELIMINARY DUE DATE: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14 – 6pm 
The preliminary deadline is intended to serve as a work in progress crit. You must have your work 
minimized on your screen and prepared for an electronic desk crit. You will have 10 minutes to 
discuss your program followed by 10 minutes of discussion, then I will move on to the next student.  
 
 
FINAL DUE DATE: FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, NOON 
 
The following internet sites are intended as a general resource and do not cover all areas of research. 
At this point, you are not able to visit the City of Houston, so you must rely on the experience of the 
internet and library resources to gain an understanding of the city. This will later be compared to your 
impressions generated after your site visit. 
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NOTE: Any images not created by you must be properly cited on image page. In addition,  a resource 
sheet must be included as your final slide listing all resources cited.  
  
http://www.houstontx.gov/ 
City of Houston website provides all information relating to city projects, departments, etc… 
 
http://www.census.gov 
US government census agency. Search Houston, Texas to find relevant demographic information on 
Houston. 
 
http://www.centralhouston.com/Home/default.asp 
Central Houston Inc is a critical organization in the redevelopment of downtown Houston. 
They are the primary planning coordinators for downtown.  
 
http://www.houstondowntown.com/Home/Business/DoingBusiness/ 
Houston Downtown Management District. This site contains a number of pdfs of maps, demographics, 
market studies, etc… 
 
http://www.mainstreettirz.com/ 
Main Street Market Square Redevelopment Authority is a Reinvestment Zone known as a TIRZ created for 
the redevelopment of the Main Street Market Square downtown district. 
 
 
http://www.houston.org/ 
The Greater Houston Partnership promotes living and working in Houston. 
 
http://www.downtownhouston.org/home/default.asp 
Houston Downtown Alliance is a broad-based civic organization that promotes a vital downtown. 
 
http://www.houstonpavilions.com/home.php 
This is a key development project being currently under construction downtown The project architects are 
HOK, Inc. 
 
http://www.discoverygreen.com/ 
Houston’s new downtown park opened last spring and has received great reviews. 
 
http://www.bayoupreservation.org/ 
Non-profit organization promoting the protection of Houston’s bayou ways. 
 
http://www.buffalobayou.org/ 
Buffalo Bayou Partnership is responsible for the coordination of all redevelopment of the Buffalo Bayou 
area and addresses primarily greenbelt issues. 
 
http://www.co.harris.tx.us/ 
Harris County website provides appraisal and tax information along with other relevant sources. 
 
http://www.heritagesociety.org/ 
The Heritage Society of Houston addresses the historic context of Houston. 
 
http://www.ridemetro.org/ 
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County (METRO) is an integral transportation organization with a 
great deal of power within the city. 
 
http://www.houstontranstar.org/ 
Houston’s transportation and emergency management system. 
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http://www.ballparks.com/baseball/national/bpkaus.htm 
Information provided on the downtown ball park. 
 
http://www.houstondowntown.com/Home/GeneralInfo/GettingAround/TunnelSkywalkSystem/ 
brief on downtown tunnel and skywalk system 
 
http://www.pps.org/great_public_spaces/one?public_place_id=668 
A listing of the tunnel system as a poor example of public place. We’ll discuss this later. 
 
http://www.hermannpark.org/ 
Hermann Park is located next to the medical center and across from Rice University. 
 
http://www.texmedctr.tmc.edu/root/en 
Texas Medical Center 
 
 
 
 


