AR 5325-001
Conservation Policies

Syllabus

Spring 2010
Instructor: Gary W. Smith, Associate Professor

Office: 605C, 742-3169, Ext. 279

Office Hours: 9:30 am to 11:00 am, Monday and Wednesday or by appointment
gary.smith@ttu.edu
CLASS ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE

This course consists of three 50 minute seminar classes.  Classes are from 11:00am to 11:50am, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday in Room 507.  Students are expected to be punctual and to attend each session in its entirety.  Failure to do so will be considered an absence.  The class project(s) for the semester will involve travel to a nearby town on several occasions for research and presentations.  Students are required to attend all presentations.  Students must provide their own transportation.  Due to the amount of travel, some scheduled classes may not be required.

Required Text: 
Tyler, Norman, Ted J. Ligibel and Ilene R. Tyler.  Historic Preservation: An Introduction to Its History, Principles, and Practice. New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 2009. 

Course Description 

5325. Conservation Policies (3:3:0). Survey of federal and state enabling legislation; federal, state, and local policies on historic preservation and urban design, discussion of redevelopment strategies.  

AREAS OF FOCUS 

· History of the preservation movement

· Urban policies and their effect on urban design, the preservation of architecture and its relationship with urban life

· Federal, State and Local government roles in preservation 

· Research, identification and evaluation of significant urban features and understanding of the circumstances that created them

· Analysis of zoning ordinances, design guidelines, and other legal tools for preservation implementation and sustainability
· The use of contextualism in the preservation of buildings and districts

· Case studies of historic urban districts

· Establishment of historic districts

· Production of a Historic District Zoning Ordinance

· Production of Design Guidelines and Potential Design/Restoration Responses
Students will perform extensive research and work with community leaders in a nearby town to produce (1) an analysis and documentation of an existing historic built environment, (2 ) a zoning ordinance for a proposed downtown historic district, (3) design guidelines for a downtown historic district, and (4.) suggested restoration drawings for contributing structures.  
Students are required to keep a journal throughout the semester.  In this document each student will discuss her/his objectives for each assigned task, the response to each task, the degree of success, what they learned from the assignment as a student regarding their profession, the workings of democratic societies, and the policies that influence, direct and accomplish preservation goals and ends.
Class Attendance
"The College of Architecture at Texas Tech University takes the professional preparation of its students as future architects seriously.  Architectural professionals understand the importance of being present, on time, with work completed.  Adherence to these professional attributes begins in architectural education.  To that end, if the student is absent three times, then a warning notice will be sent to the student from the instructor and the dean.  If the student is absent more than five times, (excused or unexcused) then the student will be advised to withdraw from the class.”
Each student is expected to attend all lectures and discussions and to participate in all classes in their entirety.  Although attendance at every class is very important and you may miss vital information, students will not receive any point deduction for three or fewer absences.  You are highly encouraged to make every effort to attend each class.  Arriving late to class, working on anything other than class work and departing early may all be considered as absences.  

If there are extenuating circumstances that may deserve special consideration, it is your responsibility to inform the instructor.  Any absence due to illness requires a note from a doctor or a copy of the bill for medical consultation.  The diagnosis is not required to be disclosed to your professor, not should it be discussed.
If the student has a valid reason for missing an examination, it is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor prior to the exam to make arrangements for a make-up exam.

Absence(s) due to religious observance - The Texas Tech University Catalog states that a student may be excused from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose.  A student whose absence is excused for this purpose may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused (p.46)

Absence due to officially approved trips – The Texas Tech University Catalog states that the person responsible for a student missing class due to a trip should notify the instructor of the departure and return schedule in advance of the trip.  The student will not be penalized and is responsible for the material missed (p.46) 

Whether an absence is excused or unexcused is determined solely by the instructor with the exception of absences due to religious observance and officially approved trips described above.  The Center for Campus Life will notify faculty, at the student’s request, when a student is absent for four consecutive days with appropriate verification of a health related emergency.  This notification does not excuse the student from class, it is provided as a courtesy.  The service is explained as follows and may also be found on the Center for Campus Life web site:
Illness and Death Notification

The Center for Campus Life can assist in notifying the campus community of student illnesses, immediate family deaths and/or student death. Generally, in cases of student illness or immediate family deaths, the notification to the appropriate campus community members occur when a student is absent from class for four (4) consecutive days with appropriate verification. It is always the Student's responsibility for missed class assignments and/or course work during their absence. The student is encouraged to contact the faculty member immediately regarding the absences and to provide verification afterwards. In addition, the Center for Campus Life will only provide notification to the appropriate campus community members if the student makes the request and provides appropriate documentation within two (2) weeks of the absence. In regards to absences during the week of final exams, the Center for Campus Life will assist with notification; however, due to the nature of final exam scheduling, the student should be aware that communication by the Center for Campus to the faculty members regarding absences may be limited. All notification is provided as a courtesy. The notification from the Center for Campus Life does not excuse a student from class, assignments, and/or any other course requirements.
NAAB Student Performance Criteria

	Educational Objective:
	NAAB Criteria

	Ability to read, write, listen, and speak effectively.
	#1. Speaking and Writing Skills

	Ability to raise clear and precise questions, use abstract ideas to interpret information, consider diverse points of view, reach well-reasoned conclusions, and text them against relevant criteria and standards. 
	#2. Critical Thinking Skills



	Ability to gather, assess, record, and apply relevant information in architectural coursework.
	#4. Research Skills

	Understanding of national traditions and the local regional heritage in architecture, landscape design and urban design, including the vernacular tradition.
	#10. National and Regional Traditions

	Understanding of the need for architects to provide leadership in the building design and construction process and on issues of growth, development, and aesthetics in their communities.
	#32. Leadership


Course Goals

1. To provide the student with an understanding of federal, state and local policies related to the creation and implementation of historic districts

2. To  provide the student with an understanding of the history of the preservation movement
3. To provide the student with knowledge regarding the research, identification and evaluation of significant urban features and an understanding of the circumstances that created them

4. To provide the student with an ability to analyze zoning ordinances, design guidelines, and other legal tools for building and preservation 

5. To provide the student with an understanding of the use of contextualism in the preservation of buildings and districts

6. To provide the student with the ability to assist a local community with the production of a Historic District Zoning Ordinance, Design Guidelines and Potential Design and Restoration Responses to establish a Historic District
Expected Learning Outcomes
Students will:

1. gain knowledge of the tools available for creating a Historic District 

2. learn skills required for the analysis of urban fabrics

3. have the ability to produce documents required for creating historic districts including Design Guidelines and Zoning Ordinances

4. gain skills in working professionally with community leaders to enhance their understanding of interpersonal relationships

Methods of Assessment of Learning Outcomes
1. Student completion of the reading assignments from the textbook and other sources 

2. Attendance and performance at all public meetings required for the production of the final deliverables to the client community 

3. Final product including analysis of the community urban fabric, zoning ordinance, design guidelines, identification of the boundaries of the historic district, suggested designs for the restoration of the urban landscape and architectural features, and final presentation to the community.  The final document will be approximately one hundred pages in length and will be a team project.
4. Mid-Semester multiple choice quiz on the required text and lectures

5. Final essay examination (1:30 to 4:00 pm, Friday, May 2, 2008)
6. Participation in the classroom and at public meetings  

7. If the requirements for any portion of the assignments need to be changed, notice of the changes will be provided in class and on the faculty’s webpage for the course including the class schedule calendar

8. Students will be held responsible for knowing about oral announcements or requirements not listed in the syllabus and should regularly check the class webpage and schedule.

9. Assessment of the quality and completeness of each student’s journal for the semester

grading

Grading is a certification that the student has clearly demonstrated a level of expertise as required for each class assignment.  

         "A" indicates that the level of expertise is superior (excellent work).

         "B" indicates the project task or problem is clearly resolved but lacks in-depth study or
      resolution in one or two areas.

         "C" indicates the level of work is average work relative to peers.

         "D" indicates the level of expertise is minimal and weak. 




         "F" grade indicates a failure to respond adequately.  

Evaluation and Grading Criteria

1. If a student misses four classes, 5 points will be deducted from the student’s final grade  
2. Team project submittals will be graded overall according to the quality and completeness of the submittal and team members will be assigned individual grades based on the overall grade for the submittal and the evaluation of other team members by each person

3. The mid-term quiz and the journals will be returned to the student with the grades noted

4. Students are expected to participate in the class and at community meetings.  Five points of the final grade will be based on the student’s participation

5. Class participation includes 
· Student asking instructor questions

· Student answering instructor questions

· Student responding to other students’ questions

· Student initiating discussion

· External requirements such as field trips

· Discussion group participation

· Participation in group projects

The Texas Tech University Catalog states that students are expected to spend approximately two hours in preparation for each hour of lecture. 

6. Plus and minus marks may be used to indicate higher and lower rating in each grade division for the purposes of averaging progress reports and final grades.  A student who has shown clear and successful improvement throughout the semester may be given the advantage in the case of borderline final grade averages.  Letter grades will be based on a percentage of the total value of the assignment(s).  See the following.

 

Grades are based on a point system of 100 points for the semester.  A grade of “A” will be 90-100 points (90% or better).  Other letter grades will be figured accordingly.

 

Team Projects
50 points

Journal and Class Analysis
15 points

Quiz

10 points

Class Participation
  5 points
Attendance

  5 points
Final

15 points
                                                                                                                    100 points

7. The student is expected through personal initiative to develop and illustrate an expanded sensitivity to the visual and physical qualities of the designed environment.  Students have the responsibility for their own work and learning and must take the initiative and not expect faculty to do this work for them.  

Academic Integrity
Academic Misconduct
It is the aim of the faculty of Texas Tech University to foster a spirit of complete honesty and a high standard of integrity. The attempt of students to present as their own any work that they have not honestly performed is regarded by the faculty and administration as a serious offense and renders the offenders liable to serious consequences, possibly suspension.

The instructor in a course is responsible for initiating action for dishonesty or plagiarism that occurs in his or her class. In cases of convincing evidence of or admitted academic dishonesty or plagiarism, an instructor should take appropriate action. Before taking such action, however, the instructor should attempt to discuss the matter with the student. If cheating is suspected on a final exam, the instructor should not submit a grade until a reasonable attempt can be made to contact the student, preferably within one month after the end of the semester. See OP 34.12 and the section on “Academic Dishonesty” in the Code of Student Conduct for more information.

“Scholastic dishonesty” includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying academic records, misrepresenting facts, and any act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the student (such as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same written assignment for two courses without the prior permission of the instructor) or the attempt to commit such an act.

“Cheating” includes, but is not limited to, the following:
1. Copying from another student’s test paper. 

2. Using materials during a test that have not been authorized by the person giving the test. 

3. Failing to comply with instructions given by the person administering the test.

4. Possessing materials during a test that are not authorized by the person giving the test, such as class notes or specifically designed “crib notes.” The presence of textbooks constitutes a violation only if they have been specifically prohibited by the person administering the test. 

5. Using, buying, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or part the contents of an unadministered test, test key, homework solution, or computer program. 

6. Collaborating with or seeking aid or receiving assistance from another student or individual during a test or in conjunction with an assignment without authority. 

7. Discussing the contents of an examination with another student who will take the examination. 

8. Divulging the contents of an examination, for the purpose of preserving questions for use by another, when the instructor has designated that the examination is not to be removed from the examination room or not to be returned to or kept by the student. 

9. Substituting for another person, or permitting another person to substitute for oneself to take a course, a test, or any course-related assignment. 

10. Paying or offering money or other valuable thing to, or coercing another person to obtain an unadministered test, test key, homework solution, or computer program, or information about an unadministered test, test key, homework solution, or computer program.

11. Falsifying research data, laboratory reports, and/or other academic work offered for credit. 

12. Taking, keeping, misplacing, or damaging the property of the university, or of another, if the student knows or reasonably should know that an unfair academic advantage would be gained by such conduct.

“Plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, the appropriation of, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means material that is attributable in whole or in part to another source, including words, ideas, illustrations, structure, computer code, other expression and media, and presenting that material as one’s own academic work being offered for credit. Any student who fails to give credit for quotations or for an essentially identical expression of material taken from books, encyclopedias, magazines, Internet documents, reference works or from the themes, reports, or other writings of a fellow student is guilty of plagiarism.

“Collusion” includes, but is not limited to, the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing academic assignments offered for credit or collaboration with another person to commit a violation of any section of the rules on scholastic dishonesty.

“Falsifying academic records” includes, but is not limited to, alter-ing or assisting in the altering of any official record of the university, and/or submitting false information or omitting requested information that is required for or related to any academic record of the university. Academic records include, but are not limited to, applications for admission, the awarding of a degree, grade reports, test papers, registration materials, grade change forms, and reporting forms used by the Office of the Registrar. A former student who engages in such conduct is subject to a bar against readmission, revocation of a degree, and withdrawal of a diploma.

“Misrepresenting facts” to the university or an agent of the university includes, but is not limited to, providing false grades or resumés; providing false or misleading information in an effort to receive a postponement or an extension on a test, quiz, or other assignment for the purpose of obtaining an academic or financial benefit for oneself or another individual; or providing false or misleading information in an effort to injure another student academically or financially.

NOTE: See Academic Integrity information at http://www.depts.ttu.edu/officialpublications/catalog/_AcademicsRegulations.php
Civility in the Classroom
Students are expected to assist in maintaining a classroom environment that is conducive to learning. To ensure that all students have the opportunity to gain from time spent in class, faculty members are encouraged to include a statement in their course syllabi relating to behavioral expectations in the classroom.  More information about this topic is available online. 

Students with Disabilities Statement
Any student who, because of a disability, may require special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make any necessary arrangements.  Students should present appropriate verification from Student Disability Services during the instructor’s office hours.  Please note instructors are not allowed to provide classroom accommodations to a student until appropriate verification from Student Disability Services has been provided.  For additional information, you may contact the Student Disability Services office at 3rd floor West Hall or 806-742-2405.

Student Disability Services publishes a Desk Reference for Faculty and Staff that is very helpful when working with disabled students.  You may call the Student Disability Services Office at 742-2405 to request a copy.  

Ombudsman for Students 
The Ombudsman for Students is available to assist students with any conflict or problem that has to do with being a student at Texas Tech University.  You may visit the Ombudsman in 237 Student Union Building or call 742-4791.
Class participation / conduct

· The use of radios, tape and compact disc players is not permitted during class or in the building generally.  Cell phones and pagers must be turned off at the start of class. 

· Smoking or other uses of tobacco, the use of spray paint or aerosol products of any kind, and alcoholic beverages are not permitted anywhere in the architecture building.  There is a designated smoking area outside in the courtyard near the bridge.  The stairwells are not to be used for smoking or painting. 

· Movement of furniture from one room to another must be with faculty/staff supervision.  Use a dolly or cart to prevent scuffing of the floor.

· No roller blading or skating is permitted inside the building.  These items must be removed upon entering the building.  Bicycles are not allowed inside the building.

· Do not paint or draw graffiti on any wall or piece of furniture.

See Official Building Policy
As is University policy, all work submitted to the studio professor and/or College becomes the property of the University. 
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National Center for Preservation Technology and Training: www.cr.nps.gov/naptt/irg (currently unavailable)
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