
Early American Architecture, 
Introduction	


Issues and Methods 



The Lackawanna Valley, 1855, George Inness

American ambivalence about “Progress” and “Nature”



American Progress,  c. 1872,  John Gast

American Exceptionalism:  Westward Expansion



Fiske Kimball (1888-1952),  Architectural Historian	

!
Below Left:  Shack Mountain, Charlottesville, Virginia	

!
Below Right:  Monticello, Charlottesville, Virginia



The Colonial Revival, 1876 - 1940 (arguably as early as 1836 and as late as present-day)





Right:  The Magnolia, as built in Benson, 
North Carolina, 1918

Above:  The Magnolia, as built in 
Florence, Alabama, 1918



Hugh Morrison (1893-1970),  Architectural Historian.  
Early American Architecture first published in 1952, 
updated and revised in new editions 8 times.	




Henry Glassie (1941 - )	

Folklorist at the University of Illinois.	

Revolutionized methodology and 
scholarship in the discipline of 
Architectural History.



Dell Upton (1945 - )	

UCLA.	

Architectural Historian turned 
Cultural Historian	

Upton argues that architecture  
cannot be isolated from a 
larger concept, which 
developed during the 1990s.





Parson Capen House,	

1682	

Topside, Massachusetts

Traditional house 
forms, Medieval 
England, East Anglia 
region



Cedar Park, 1702	

Ann Arundel County, Maryland



Cahokia, Illinois, Mississippian Culture	

1200 AD
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