Spanish Colonial Architecture

Forts

&
Presidios



Fall of Constantinople, 1453, ends Byzantine Empire and contact between Europe and the East
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2. CONQUEST
Fall of Tenochtitlan
(present-day Mexico City)




3. PLANTING

Conversion of Natives
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3. PLANTING: Diseases like smallpox weakened physical and emotional resistance of Natives



s
PLANTING: The architecture of Spanish conquest and colonization
1. Fort

2. Presidio

3. Mission




Castillo San Marcos
St. Augustine, FL
1672 — 1738

Spanish, after Vauban’s designs for European fortifications
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along the South Atlantic coast by
confirming Spanish claims as far north
as 32°30'. The English agreed to this
but within a few years continued their
push southward. Savannah, settled in <
1733, was well within Spanish territory. 4
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16™-Century design of fortifications
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Europeans refine gunpowder formula in the 1490s

Destruction of the Parthenon, 1687
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TREBUCHET AND CANNON
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Renaissance developments in fortification:

Glacis — low, ramped earthen works

Revetments — or ‘firing steps’ platforms behind the glacis
Dry moat with firing stations

Low battered walls of main fort

Arrowhead bastions
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Above: Arrowhead Bastions



Border of Germany
1697
Marquis de Vauban

! Palmanova
8" Border of Slovenia
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National Park Service

Castillo de San Marcos National Monument
U.S. Department of the Interior

Castillo de San Marcos =

ot Furnace
he U.S. Army filled in the east side of the mmg
In 1842-44 and mounted sea coast artillery
E'pieces along the seawall. The shot furnace
inonballs until red hot. This "ot~ 3

heated ¢
shot" was then lired at an enemy's wooden

shipsto set them fire.

Powder Magazine, 1675-1687
This was the only vaulted chamber completed
when the Castillo was built (the rest were added
during “modernization”). Its thick coquina walls
were buried in the earth fill of San Carlos
Bastion to protect the fort's gunpowder from
fire or enemy shot. Lack of ventilation, how-
ever, created such a high level of dampness
Inside the small room that it proved unsuitable
for storing the powder. When larger, better

. vaults were built, the powder was moved and
this room was used for other things.

Chapel
Relicion was an important nart of dailvy Snanish

British Room, 1763-84

British troops moved to St. Augustine after
Spain ceded Florida to Great Britain in ex-
change for the fortified harbor and city of La
Habana, Cuba, in 1763. Wooden second floors,

such as the one reconstructed in this casemate,

were built in the high Spanish vaults to provide
more space for quarters and supplles In case of
need. British rule lasted for 21 years. Florida
was returncd to Spanish rule at the close of the
American Revolution in 1783,

Storage Rooms
Despite their prison-like appearance, the rooms
around the Plaza de Armase or ceniral cotirt-

soldlers.

Ravolln \

Cubo and Rosario Lines.

After the British burned St. Augus"m w‘@
the siege of 1702, the Spanish constructed a
wall of earth lnd mlm logs with a wide shaliow
ma-l ar The only nce
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Terreplein
Parapet ~

Storage or quarters
Inner wall (masonry)

O N O,

Mamposteria (fill)
Outer wall (masonry)
Counterscarp

Moat



PLAN ET PROJET,

DE LA

5
NOUVELLE ORLEANS.
AUGUST 9rm, 1763, =
LEGENDE
1. Lewo da terre pour so garantir des inondations du Fleute.
2. Magasin de la Compagnie.
3. Ttea de matsons % la Compagnic.
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Spanish Colonial Town Planning:
The Presidio

Law of the Indies:
First laws written in 1512 and 1542
Re-organized under Charles I in 1680
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Palace of the Governors
Santa Fe, NM
1610




St

A

Adobe construction






B waste

7 || i




Canale (roof drain), Hopi
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