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El Paso the new frontier 
- Nicholas Markovich, Ph.D. 
 
The College of Architecture (CoA) at Texas Tech has established a 
partnership with El Paso Community College (EPCC) that expands the 
pathways for El Paso students to Tech. Lubbock students will also have 
the opportunity to interact in one of the most vibrant urban cultures in 
Texas. The CoA Alumni Advisory Council has unanimously voted support 
for the program. The College has dedicated an existing faculty position to 
and hired a new Director, Nicholas Markovich, Ph.D., for the program. In 
El Paso, the professional architecture community (AIA) has unanimously 
voted support for this program as well as the Paso del Norte and El Paso 
Chamber of Commerce Boards. EPCC has offered classroom space. This 
program fills a great need in the El Paso community and opens doors for 
many students.   
 
This initiative has been the subject of considerable, careful consideration 
on the part of Texas Tech, EPCC and the professional community. As an 
introduction, the CoA has conducted classes in El Paso for the past two 
summers. These classes were held in conjunction with EPCC and 
through placing Tech students in professional offices. They have helped 
build a useful bridge to the El Paso community. 
 
Pathways to the Future: The CoA mission statement refers to “the future 
of practice”.  The future of architectural practice in Texas is one that must 
respond and give value to a powerful Hispanic architectural tradition. In 
spite of the changing demographics in the state and the nation, only 2% 
of the members of the American Institute of Architects come from a 
Hispanic background (AIA 2005 Demographic Diversity Audit Report).  
Yet, the desire for community-engaged architecture, culturally sensitive 
urban design and culturally responsive planning require the profession to 
demand sophisticated professionals that represent all of the cultures that 
make up the community. For young Hispanic students in El Paso who 
want to pursue the dream of becoming a licensed architect in Texas the 
options are limited.  They can get an excellent start at EPCC, but few 
pathways are open to them after that. UTEP does not offer an 
architecture program.  Texas Tech now offers the professional program; 
but, the distances and expenses involved seem insurmountable to many 
young Hispanic students with modest means and strong family ties.  This 
program will meet our future professional goals and open opportunities for 
the graduates who will have the opportunity to pursue an advanced 
degree in architecture in Lubbock or Engineering and Planning degrees at 
UTEP. 
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CoA Faculty 2006/2007 
Click on Faculty to view website
Anderson, Mark, Instructor  
Aranha, Joseph L., Associate
   Professor
Buelinckx, Hendrika, PhD, Assistant  
   Dean for Graduate Studies,  
   Associate Professor  
Campbell, Dana, Instructor  
Chinn, John, Instructor  
Davis, James T., Associate Professor  
Driskill, David A., AIA, Associate   
   Dean for Academics  
Ellis, Clifton, PhD, Assistant
   Professor
Fairbetter, La Gina, Instructor
Faulk, Stephen L., Instructor
Flueckiger, Urs Peter, Associate
   Professor
Gallegos, Matthew, PhD, Assistant
   Professor
Harris, Kerenza, Instructor  
Haq, Saif, PhD, Associate Professor  
Hill, Glenn, Associate Dean for

Title of program:  Texas Tech University, College of Architecture (CoA) 
in El Paso Bachelor of Science in Architecture Degree Program 

Degree offered:  Bachelor of Science in Architecture

El Paso Timeline, Program Semesters, Credits: 
The Program is intended to begin in fall 2007, with first degree offering in 
2008.
The Degree Program is 131 credit hours with 66 hours at El Paso CC 
transferred to TTU and 65 hours with Texas Tech in El Paso. 
Continuous offering: This program is intended to be a continuous offering 
in conjunction with El Paso Community College. Articulation between TTU 
and EPCC was established in 2004. It is hoped a student can complete 
the joint program in 4 years. 
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Summer Programs 
Summer 1: Spain  

Summer session I takes place in Sevil le, Spain where 
TTU students work with students and professors from 
the Escuela Tecnica Superior de Arquitectura, 
Universidad de Sevil la in a joint architectural design 
workshop. The focus of the summer session I design 
studio is on analyses and understanding of site and 
context, definition of design program issues, 
development of design concepts and generation of 
schematic design proposals. Students also visit, study 
and analyze architecture and urban space in other 
Iberian cities such as Barcelona, Bilbao, Salamanca, 
Oporto, Lisbon, Cordoba, and Granada. 

Summer 2: Belgium  
Summer session II starts of with a week long visit to 
Paris, France and continues with a four week residence 
in Belgium. The summer II design studio continues the 
same design project as developed during Summer I, yet 
focuses on developing individual tectonic studies and 
design details. This program also includes study visits to 
several urban areas in Belgium and The Netherlands 
such as Bruges, Amsterdam, Den Hague, Rotterdam, 
etc.

Mexico Summer Studio (Poster) (Website)
A joint design studio between Texas Tech University and 
University de las Americas, Puebla. The course of study 
will involve both students and faculty from both 
institutions and focus on a project relating to Puebla as 
a World Heritage Site.  

Montreal Studio
The program is a residential study abroad experience in 
the 354 year-old city of Montreal. The program stays in 
Montreal. We work very hard to understand the city-to 





• Honored with the Kleinschmidt Award for Distinguished Service 
by the Architectural Alumni Association. 

• President, AIA Lubbock Chapter. 
• Attended the AIA national Grassroots meeting in Washington DC 

in February. 
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Career Fair Tremendous Success 
-Pam Smith 
 
The College of Architecture hosted its 11th annual College of Architecture 
Career Fair on March 1 & 2, 2007. The fair kicked-off at 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday evening with a mixer hosted by the Texas Tech University 
Career Center.  The Career Center exhibited its usual attention to detail 
and provided our visitors with a chance to relax and visit informally with 
faculty, staff and students. 
 
Early Friday morning was a whirlwind of activity as a record number of 50 
firms began preparing to interview students. Trish Hart managed a 
Herculean feat of preparing for the firms to interview and with stations 
covering every inch of the college and some offices (including the 
Dean’s!) the day proceeded with good humor, good food and excellent 
interviews.  Thanks to Trish and her staff for all their hard work! 
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Spotlight on the Staff 
-Beth Trischitti 
 

Carole Davis, Senior Office Assistant is the College’s 
receptionist and mans her station in the Dean’s area on 
the 10th floor. 
 
Her pleasant voice and helpful spirit have been her 
signature trademarks for the past ten years. 
 
When not at her desk, you will most often see Carole 
with a book in her hand.  She spends her off hours with 
her extended family which includes nine grandchildren. 

 
 

Jess Schwintz, calls P²ARC, formerly known as the 
Advising Office, home - serving as an Assistant 
Advisor, working with the graduate students. 
 
He is new to the university and the CoA, arriving in 
October 2004, but has quickly meshed with the 
students he serves.  We have found Jess to be eager, 
full of enthusiasm and great to have a chuckle with. 
 
Jess comes to us with a background in retail 

management, but his degree from San Marcos in psychology serves him 
well in his current capacity. 
 
In his off hours Jess enjoys researching the wonders of outer space, 
sports and spending time with his young daughter. 
 

 
Congratulations! 
 
Beth Trischitti, Manager Financial and Administrative 
Services, has been awarded a Quality Service Award 
by the University.   Beth has been a dedicated 
employee at Texas Tech for 24 years, serving the last 
10 years with the College of Architecture. The College 
continues to benefit as her visions bear fruit.  Way to 
go Beth!  
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Alumni News 

Leslie Shepherd to Become GSA's Next Chief Architect 
GSA #10266 

November 22, 2006 
Contact: Maryanne Beatty (202) 501-1231 
maryanne.beatty@gsa.gov 



Washington, DC – General Services Administration (GSA) officials today 
announced the appointment of Leslie Shepherd, AIA, as GSA’s next Chief 
Architect, effective November 26, 2006. 

A licensed architect and a member of the American Institute of Architects, 
Mr. Shepherd’s career with GSA spans 18 years beginning in the San 
Francisco office where he managed both major modernization and new 
construction projects.  In 1996, he relocated to GSA’s Central Office in 
Washington, D.C., assuming responsibility for the National Federal 
Buildings and Modernizations Program, and served as Deputy Chief 
Architect.   

“Les’ experience and vision will contribute toward accomplishing GSA’s 
mission to provide federal agencies with high-quality work environments 
and buildings that enhance the economic and social value of our 
communities by commissioning the best architects and artists in the 
nation,” said GSA Administrator Lurita Doan. 

As Chief Architect, Mr. Shepherd will serve as a Senior Advisor to 
Administrator Doan as well as David Winstead, Commissioner of GSA’s 
Public Buildings Service, for federal architecture design policy for GSA’s 
capital construction program. Additionally, Mr. Shepherd’s role will include 
administering GSA’s Design Excellence program for all new construction 
and major repair projects as well as art-in-architecture 
commissions.  GSA’s current design and construction work in progress is 
valued at approximately $12 billion dollars. 

“As Chief Architect, Les will ensure federal workplaces represent design 
quality and demonstrate fiscal responsibility by delivering quality projects 
on time and within budget,” said David L. Winstead, Commissioner of 
Public Buildings. 

Prior to joining GSA, Mr. Shepherd ran his own design firm in 
Albuquerque, NM.  He earned his professional degree in architecture from 
Texas Tech University in 1983. 
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CoA Advancement 
-Kathy Johnson 
 
The months of November and December were active in the College of 
Architecture. Thanks to Jim White we had a major gift for the renovation 
of the student lounge from Chris Huckabee ‘91 and Josh Brown ‘03. 
Russell Windham contributed to the Fund for Excellence in the College of 
Architecture. In December a new endowment was established, thanks to 
David Driskill and Glenn Hill for their relationship with David Demarest 
‘77, the Demarest Family Scholarship Endowment. This endowment will 
award scholarships to Master of Science student studying in any field of 
Architecture. 
 
Fall of 2006 the Elizabeth Sasser/AIA Lubbock Chapter Scholarship 
Endowment was established. The scholarship will be awarded to third 
year students studying Historical Preservation. 
 



Gary Johnson ’73 established a speaker series endowment to address 
issues and concerns with sustainability. 
 
Mark Humphreys ‘77 graduate gave a gift for enrichment for the College. 
 
The Annual Giving Campaign has brought in $9,590 in pledges so far this 
year. 
 
Thank you to all donors for their generosity to Texas Tech University 
College of Architecture.  For further information on how to give to the 
College of Architecture please contact Kathy B. Johnson at 806-742-3136 
or Kathy.johnson@ttu.edu 
 
Together we will build the endowment for the College of Architecture. 
 
 

 


